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        December 1, 2006 
 
Open letter to President George W. Bush     
 
Re: Maintain the Presidential Withdrawal Prohibiting Offshore Oil and Gas 
Leasing in Alaska’s Bristol Bay  
 
Dear Mr. President,  
 
We, the undersigned, urge you in the strongest possible terms not to lift the presidential 
withdrawal prohibiting offshore oil and gas development in the North Aleutian Basin, 
which encompasses Bristol Bay and a portion of the southeastern Bering Sea.  
 
The presidential withdrawal for Bristol Bay, currently in effect until 2012, serves a vital 
role in protecting the world-class marine resources, sea life, fishing livelihoods, and re-
source-dependent coastal  communities of the region from the potentially devastating 
ecological, economic, social, and cultural impacts of offshore oil and gas development.  
 
We urge you to continue the history of protection for what is arguably one of the most 
important and sensitive areas of the nation’s Outer Continental Shelf. We also request 
your help in working with the Congress to reinstate the bi-partisan moratorium on off-
shore oil and gas development in Bristol Bay that had, until 2003, been in effect for 
more than a decade. These protections have been in place because of the great risk to 
Bristol Bay posed by oil and gas development. The presidential withdrawal now stands 
as the last line of defense for this irreplaceable resource.  
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